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Law and literature is a niche field of research that brings together themes obviously connected. What seems less obvious is the insight that the study of law through literature (also called Law in Literature) can bring: law history sometimes, often, misses the importance and real impact of the law. Legal rules are not always applied, or followed, they don't necessarily have the importance that the historian look can grant them.

Literature has this powerful ability to demonstrate, illustrate, the real impact of legal rules, and thus bring a sense of “law in situation”. This is particularly relevant to the study of the links between property and poverty, as it has been a recurring theme of literature. 

I have chosen for this study three different pieces of literature, and I will try to show how literature is a rich source of information for the study of property and poverty in a legal perspective.

In Charles Dickens' Bleak House, I will look at the treatment of poor litigants in the courts of the Victorian Society, and how literature helped, with Dickens to shape the law, the society, as an engine for raising awareness and debating proposals of change.

George Orwell's Down and Out in Paris and London is a masterpiece and a wonderful opening on the reality of poverty at the beginning of the 20th century. It bring about rich highlights of the restrictions put on the poorest of the poor, and illustrates how the legal and administrative system was perceiving the poor: a dangerous class, that needs to be regulated, in surprising ways.

Finally, the laws and policies of poverty in India are better shown by Salman Rushdie, the British Indian writer who searched for existing connections and bridges between East and West. Poverty and property, in The Free Radio, I will look at the policies of regulation that affect the poor, and how the notion of property is used by the Indian government to apply those regulations.

My conclusion draws on recent works on law, literature and poverty.
