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Alasdair Roberts is a professor of public administration in the Maxwell School of 

Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University. He is also an Honorary Senior 

Research Fellow of the Constitution Unit, School of Public Policy, University College 

London.  

Professor Roberts has two research interests: public sector restructuring and transparency 

in government. His work has been widely published. In 2005 he received the Johnson 

Award For Best Paper in Ethics and Accountability in the Public Sector. His book 

Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age, published by Cambridge 

University Press, received the 2006 Louis Brownlow Book Award from the National 

Academy of Public Administration, and the 2007 book award from the Section on Public 

Administration Research of the American Society for Public Administration. 

Professor Roberts is a member of the Board of Editors of Public Administration Review, 

Public Management Review, Governance, the Journal of Public Administration Research 

and Theory, International Public Management Journal, International Review of Public 

Administration, Revue Gouvernance, Open Government, and freedominfo.org.  

A native of Pembroke, Ontario, Canada, Professor Roberts began his BA in politics at 

Queen's University in 1979. He received a JD from the University of Toronto Faculty of 

Law in 1984, a Master's degree in Public Policy from the Kennedy School of 

Government at Harvard University in 1986, and a Ph.D. in Public Policy from Harvard 

University in 1994. 



 
From 1990 to 2001, Professor Roberts taught in the School of Policy Studies at Queen's 

University, Canada. He has also held visiting appointments at Georgetown University's 

Graduate Public Policy Institute and at the University of Southern California's 

Washington Public Affairs Center. He has been a visiting scholar at the Council for 

Excellence in Government in Washington, DC; a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars in Washington, DC; and an Individual Program Fellow 

of the Open Society Institute, New York. He was Director of the Campbell Public Affairs 

Institute at Syracuse University from 2001 to 2006. 

 

 


